Countess Flore of Toulouse

History

Great Lady, you are 31 years old, and the daughter of a cousin of King Philippe Auguste, father of Louis VIII and youngest child of the Provence family. Your mother died when your were twelve, poisoned by a doctor curing her palpitations with digitalis. You saw her nauseous, suffocate, turn to blue and at last die. When you were 14, your father married you to Raymond, son of the lord of Toulouse. Your father died five years ago. 

You respect your husband a great deal. He’s a good man, religious and steady but he is sometimes indecisive. He takes care of your opinion, but he is the one who takes the important political decisions. You have one daughter, Jeanne who is fifteen. She is lively, clever but carefree and lets her mind wander. She didn’t grow up under the influence of the Court as you did. Secretly, you want her to infiltrate the circle and regain for you the rank you deserve. Now, you have such an opportunity.

You’ve always been in touch with the Court but the particular situation of the Toulouse independent earldom towards the French kingdom and the Cathar heresy counters your plans. The king is just waiting for a good reason to attack, but he doesn't have the money to do so. If the Pope would agree to finance the campaign, invasion would be inevitable. The best step towards peace would be to unify the earldom to the kingdom by the wedding of your daughter. Therefore, Toulouse would be incorporated to the kingdom of France and become definitely Catholic. Your daughter would be living at the Court and you could visit her frequently.

Earl Robert of Artois, brother of King Louis VIII, elderly, widower and immensely rich, proposes her wedding, fortune and devotion to the King, as he wrote it in his last letter. But, despite all your persuasive attempts, your husband decided to marry Jeanne to Bongart of Foix, choosing to unify his vassals and allies around independence and the Cathars. You are not giving up, so you try to get support from your daughter because she makes your husband vulnerable. Artois is likely to die soon and she will be a young and very rich widow. Unfortunately, you have found out that she is keeping up a regular correspondence with Garin, heir of the Viscount Trencavel of Béziers and Carcassonne, and that each letter moves her deeply. This has surprised you, because you thought that this brilliant knight, catholic but opposed to the unification with the crown, was an illiterate lout. In such a mess, you may have found support from Father Gregorius. As the Pope’s special correspondent, he has recently come to make sure your husband’s decision was under God’s influence, i.e. the earldom fighting against heresy. That would be the first step towards the French kingdom. But he told you secretly that he had to investigate on a miracle that took place in Foix, regarding a sculptor beatification. The existence of a local saint would definitely be a very positive way to ensure the influence of the Catholic Church in the area.

Presently

Raymond, Jeanne, Gregorius and you, followed by your escort, are arriving at the winter castle of the Foix family, at the very end of the day. You’re given a big room upstairs. Jeanne and Raymond quickly leave their belongings there before going down to the common room. Quite exhausted by the journey, you take a little rest. Then, you put on an appropriate Court evening dress for dinner. Suddenly, some shouts distract your attention. Leaning out of the window, you realize that they seem to come from a lit window located on your floor, at the end of the other wing of the castle. But you don’t notice anything special except a figure enlighten by the moon, sitting somewhere in the courtyard, fussing around a small mortar. The voices stop and only some quite regular stone scraping noise can be heard. As it is getting cold, you go back to your occupations. After a little while, a lapping from the moat makes you think of a leaping carp. You’re getting hungry. You decide to go down for a light meal. Upstairs on the landing, you bump into Roger-Bernard of Foix. He is slovenly dressed and he hardly nods to you. Such a rude behavior really makes you upset, and you definitely think that your daughter can’t become a member of such a coarse person family.

When you enter the common room, you catch a brief glimpse of Gregorius walking around, holding a glass in his hand. Jeanne and Garin are there, as well as one of the servants of the family of Foix coming out just as you enter. You are going to converse with your daughter and Gregorius and a short moment later, Garin Trencavel leaves the room. While chatting, you’re having light refreshment. A few minutes later, the servant comes back. Then Raymond turns up. Short afterwards, a horseman appears. You recognize the figure you’ve seen before in the courtyard. As the Earl of Foix is still upstairs, you decide to get to the heart of the matter with your husband.

Appearances and Behaviors

You are said to be cold because you are dignified, authoritarian because attached to your rank, and insensitive because determinate. Your husband is undeniably under your influence and authority. Your daughter admires you. You freely expose the fondness you have for the House of France. You are totally devoted to Catholicism, but you do pay attention to political matters. You always put on a ceremonial evening dress, according to your rank. You have Earl of Champagne last letter in your belongings.

NB: a page nammed Bohémond working for your daughter is totally devoted to her.

Skills

· Reading and writing.

· Foreign languages known : French, Latin, Southern French.

· Talent for observation: level 2.

