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Presentation to the players

The Stories

The real great History... "Let God sorts them out..."

Introduced around 1150 by lords returning from the second crusade, the Cathar religion spread in Europe, especially in the independent areas of Languedoc and Albigeois (area of Albi).

The Cathar doctrine took root in the oriental Manicheism, opposing two fundamental and antagonistic principles, good and evil, and two worlds material and spirit. Followers were not submitted to any particular obligations. The "Perfects", the elite, lived a very austere and strict life, spreading the doctrine and granting remission of their sins to the dying with the "consolamentum" (kind of sacrament).

The Cathars first received support from the local lords. The earl of Toulouse himself, Raymond VI, was tolerant to them. Taking advantage of the southern clergy's moral inferiority, they affirmed themselves, thanks to the acts of their Perfects who gave instruction and medical care, while living on alms. They organized a real Church, with six bishoprics sustained by local aristocracy and the working masses.

But the spread of the Cathar heresy put in peril the Christendom unity. Pontifical legates, Cistercians were sent in Languedoc to restore faith unity, and Legate Pierre de Castelnau was murdered around 1208. At once, Pope Innocent III called on for a crusade, and many lords from the North joined, led by Simon of Montfort. They invaded Languedoc, massacred the population of Béziers (1209), and won a great victory in 1213, at Le Muret, facing the Earl of Toulouse and the King Peter II of Aragon. Languedoc was occupied until 1218, when Simon of Montfort died, giving Raymond VI of Toulouse the possibility to regain his lands. Amaury of Montfort, son of Simon, surrendered on January 14th, 1224 and went back to France. The Albigenses crusade was defeated after 15 years of war. Amaury bequeathed his lands to the king of France.

From then, the Cathar heresy, led by the Cathar bishop of Toulouse, Guilhabert of Castres, spread even more, despite the foundation of the Preacher's Order, origin of the future inquisition. Pope Honorius III wrote to the King Louis VIII of France, begging him intervene. Louis then listed outrageous conditions to which he would consider going to war (political, financial and legal guarantees, never-ending possession of conquered lands, nomination of bishops spiritually leading the crusade, no right of inspection from the Holy See regarding the tithe perceived on these same lands). The king wanted to substitute himself to the Pope; who refused the blackmail and waited, knowing well that the King was still very interested by these lands of Languedoc.

Raymond VII of Toulouse wanted the Pope's help to prevent Louis' invasion. He also had a unique marriageable daughter, Jeanne, whom Louis VIII would have liked to unite to the Crown, to later be able to unify Toulouse with the kingdom of France. Honorius agreed to negotiate peace with Raymond VII, and tried to subdue him. He wanted to scare Louis with the threat that Raymond VII could be acknowledged as good catholic and only and legitimate possessor of the Albigeois. Big mistake: Louis eventually gave up his ideas of intervening. In August 1224, the Pope convened a synod in Montpellier. Raymond VII, Roger-Bernard of Foix and Raymond Trencavel took the oath to fight the heresy, and to be faithful to the Church, despite their vassals' opposition. They sure hoped that the Pope would be naïve enough to believe them, so they could, once back home, support the diffusion of Catharism.

Sidelights on history (few historical liberties were taken)

February 1225, Raymond VII has important decisions to make:

· Stay independent (what his vassals want), or unite his county to the Kingdom of France (what his Council wants).

· If he remains independent, will he favor diffusion of Catharism (what his vassals want), or fight the Cathar heresy (pressure from the Church).

He has hesitated too long. The king of France is getting exited, the Pope is worried, and the vassals are distraught. If he does not take a decision very quickly, he will have to fight several battles at the same time, without being able to rely on his vassals and allies. He then takes advice from several persons:

· Earl Roger-Bernard of Foix, a powerful ally, who has joined the Catharism. Widower, he lost his elder son during hunting, 6 years ago. His younger son, Bongart (17 years old) is a very well read person.

· Viscount Raymond Trencavel of Béziers and Carcassonne is his main vassal, and a support of the Catholic Church, although independent from the kingdom of France. His son Garin (18 years old) is a hardened knight.

· His own wife, Flore of Toulouse, catholic, who is blood-connected with France royal family.

Raymond will have to decide who is will marry his daughter Jeanne (15 years old) to, which will decide of his religious and strategic commitment. If he chooses Foix, he will be able to rely on his vassals and allies during the war that the king of France will most certainly do to him (and whose power the Church help increases). If he picks up Trencavel, he will have less support against Louis, the latter then not being able to count on the Pope. Finally, if he listens to his wife and gives his daughter to a nobleman of the House of France, he will most certainly have to crush an internal rebellion, with the French help. Not many certainties in all this…

He finally chooses Foix's party, and wishes to give away Jeanne to Bongart. On this day of February 12th, 1225, he goes to the Earl of Foix's winter castle, accompanied with his wife Flore, his daughter Jeanne, and with Father Gregorius, counselor sent by the Church. This small castle is famous for its "Danse Macabre", sculpted on the eastern inside wall of the chapel. The sculpture shows the Grim Ripper dancing with different characters, symbolizing the equality of all before death. A miracle is related to this work. Seventeen years ago, a great fever killed tens of people (among which the countess Beatrice of Foix, who has just given birth). A procession was led, with the Foix's great gold chandelier. They walked to the newly sculpted "Danse Macabre", to pray God to stop the Grim Ripper. The epidemic stopped dead.

Here we are, in this small castle. The hard winter is cold, and it's nightfall. The main part of the building opens on the courtyard by many doors, the chapel, the stables, the outhouses; a wall and some small moats filled with water close it and some small moats filled with water. Everybody's busy saddling his horse, taking possession of their quarters, getting ready for the evening, having a drink in the great hall… Welcome refreshments have been prepared. A large banquet will be served later…
