Raymond VII, Earl of Toulouse

Background

You are 35 years old, and your father is the most important Lord in Languedoc. You have been married for 17 years to Flore, whose father was King Philippe Auguste's cousin (Philippe Auguste being the father of the present king Louis VIII), and whose mother was descended from a Provence noble family. You love and respect your wife very much, even if her ideas are sometimes very “french-orientated”. It is hard for you to challenge her authority, but that makes her so charming… Except when a superior cause is at stake, then you take the decision.

You have a unique daughter, Jeanne, aged 15. She is a nice person, keen, smart and cheerful, but she is sometimes a bit too dreamy and independent. She is very lovely, and, here again, it is sometimes difficult to resist her, even for you! But, there are limits: the choice of her husband is very important for the region political and religious future. You have been closely and carefully studying the different choices:

· The King of France, your wife is more or less his unofficial representative in the region;

· The Church, represented by Father Gregorius. He is not an official representative, but has been sent to you by the pope to “help” you in your choices;

· The Cathar party, whose most powerful representative is The Earl of Foix, your closest associate, supported by most of your vassals;

· Catholicism, championed by Viscount Trencavel of Béziers and Carcassonne, your main vassal.

If you choose France and Catholicism, your allies and vassals will surely rebel, so you will need the King’s army to contain them.

If you remain independent and protect the Cathars, you will be able to rely on your vassals and servants, but the Pope will financially support the French’s crusade against you.

If you only make half a choice (Catholicism and independence), French will attack you, but will not be supported by the Church. On the other hand, you will not be able to mobilize all your troops.

The only choice that you cannot make is to do nothing: your neighbor will bite your head off, and nobody will do anything.

Eventually, you chose to join your vassals and allies. If you manage to restrict the Pope’s anger, and make sure he does not finance the French army, then your vassals, allies and yourself have good chances to beat off the invaders. Finally, you decided that Jeanne would marry Bongart of Foix. So you leave for Foix's winter castle with your wife and daughter, Father Gregorius and your servants. Your ally’s family is very happy about your choise, but your daughter, for strange reasons, would have preferred Trencavel’s cause. But you have to remain firm. If only you could be sure that you made the good choice!

Today

When you enter the castle, Lady Blanche, the quartermaster and castle keeper leads you to your rooms. You leave your belongings there, and go to the common room. Slightly tired by the travel, Flore rests a bit in her room. 

Roger-Bernard, Earl of Foix, and his son Bongart welcome you. A few minutes later, you Garin Trencavel is announced entering the castle. Was he invited ? It makes the situation more complex, and you do not like it very much !

You go and talk a while with you daughter in her room, to give her your latest advises about her behavior. You also remind her about her social rank. Father Gregorius leaves the commun room. A few minutes later, Roger-Bernard of Foix exits. 

Father Gregorius comes back with a tray, and offers drinks. This improvised Eucharist allows a better ambiance. Garin is a boor: he does not really have good manners, but he seems more valiant than Bongart. On the other side, Bongart is more delicate and smooth, which will be useful.

This is a complex decision. Are you sure you made the good choice ? You decide to go out and meditate – fresh air will make you better. You leave your daughter, telling her you go out to pray. You go in the courtyard, and while on your way to the chapel, you change your mind, and inspect the castle defenses. A while ago, you had asked one of your men to bring you back a map these defenses. He was to pretend to bring you a message, but came back empty-handed. That is why you have to check out some details by yourself, starting with the drawbridge. When you come back to the well, your see a man coming from the courtyard and entering the kitchen. He must be a servant. In order to check the water level, you drop a stone in the well. A well is very important in case of a siege. A few meters ahead of you, a man enters the kitchen. It is time for you to go back to the common room. Some times later, you notice an equerry, it is the man you thought to be a servant. Your wife and daughter, father Gregorius, lady Blanche, and the equerry are in the room. But where is the Foix family?

Appearance and behavior

You are a good man, very devoted, very calm, and almost doubtful. You never decide anything without deeply thinking about it. You fear your wife's strength and your daughter’s charm. You know they can influence you.

Do not forget that the Earl of Foix is not your vassal, but your neighbor and ally. You shall not give him any orders, especially in his own castle.

You wear noble lord clothes, adapted for someone of your rank. At your side, you carry a sword (armor and shield are optional).

Abilities

· Reading and writing

· Languages: Oc, French, and Latin.

· Using a sword

· Special fight abilities : Disarm, Fall (you can use a special ability only one time during each fight)

